
By John Filo, CBS

Changes coming: Bob Schieffer
with Rather, who leaves March 9.

Washington correspondent Bob
Schieffer is all but certain to be
named interim anchor on The CBS
Evening News when Dan Rather
steps down next month, sources
within CBS News say. 

Though no final decision has
been made, sources with knowl-
edge of the deliberations say
Schieffer, 67, would provide a
smooth transition between Rather
and a new, multi-anchor program.

Rather announced in November
that he would leave March 9. His
announcement came in the middle
of an investigation into the “Memo-
gate” scandal, in which Rather cited
documents, later discredited, as the
basis for a 60 Minutes report on
President Bush’s military career.

The possibility of Schieffer as in-
terim anchor surfaced quickly.
Schieffer knows the ropes, having
anchored the Saturday CBS Evening
News for 20 years until 1996.

With Rather’s departure a
month away and a new format still
under development, it’s likely CBS
will tap Schieffer to anchor from
New York, probably until late spring
or early summer when the new
program is ready.

Meanwhile, CBS News execu-
tives, led by division president An-
drew Heyward, have been meeting
behind closed doors to work on a
variety of anchor and format pro-
posals. They are in close touch with
CBS chief Leslie Moonves, who has
made the project a top priority.

White House correspondent
John Roberts, once viewed as a
possible heir to Rather, remains in
the running as a member of an en-
semble cast, CBS News sources
confirmed. Though executives are
looking inside and outside the op-
eration to fill the roster of possible
candidates, others under consider-
ation at CBS include Mika Brzezin-
ski, Jim Axelrod, Russ Mitchell, Lara
Logan and Thalia Assuras.

The network would not com-
ment Tuesday. Evening News is lan-
guishing deep in third place behind
ABC’s World News Tonight and top-
rated NBC Nightly News.

Schieffer has hosted CBS’ Face the
Nation since 1991, which beats
ABC’s This Week and places second
to NBC’s Meet the Press Sundays.
Last week, Face the Nation beat
Meet the Press among adults ages
35 to 54, a relatively young news
audience and a plus for Schieffer. 

Schieffer
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Rather’s
CBS seat
Interim post could
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Usher on track for Soul Train prizes
Usher nabbed a leading five nominations for the

19th annual Soul Train Music Awards, including male
R&B/soul album for Confessions and single nominations
for Confessions Part II and My Boo, his duet with Alicia
Keys. Ciara’s Goodies collected four nominations, and
Keys got three. Usher and Ciara will be recognized as
Entertainers of the Year, and Ice Cube will receive a ca-
reer-achievement award. The awards will be present-
ed on Feb. 28 in Hollywood. 

A video game offer you can’t refuse
Just when you thought you

were out, they pull you back in.
This time, the lure is a God-
father video game from Elec-
tronic Arts. Scheduled for re-
lease this fall for Xbox,
PlayStation 2 and Sony hand-
helds and PCs, the game is
based on the Mario Puzo novel
and the film from Francis Ford
Coppola. In this Godfather,
gamers join the Corleone family
and rise through the ranks, tak-
ing on missions and re-creating

moments from the film. The video game carries on the
film’s pedigree with James Caan (Sonny) and Robert
Duvall (Tom Hagen) reprising their roles. The late Mar-
lon Brando granted his likeness and did voice-overs for
the game, which will include Nino Rota’s theme song. 

‘Idol’ disapproves of Peruvian knockoff
American Idol makers are suing a Peruvian TV com-

pany for illegally imitating Fox’s hit talent show, down
to judge Simon Cowell’s acerbic asides. Freemantle-
Media North America and 19 TV filed suit in federal
court in Miami last week seeking to bar Panamericana
Television from showing Superstar in the USA. 

New Orleans fest serves musical gumbo
Tickets are on sale for the New Orleans Jazz & Heri-

tage Festival, which touts a diverse bill with hundreds
of regional favorites plus Dave Matthews Band, Nelly,
B.B. King, James Taylor, Juanes, Isaac Hayes, Elvis Cos-
tello, The Roots, Wilco, Randy Newman, Jamie Cullum
and a reunion of the original Meters. Jazzfest runs April
22 to May 1. Details on daily lineups and buying tickets
are at nojazzfest.com.

Heaton is on for ABC development deal
Now that they’re breaking up the Raymond gang,

Patricia Heaton has signed a deal with ABC and Touch-
stone Television to develop TV movies and series in
which she would star and serve as an executive pro-
ducer. Meanwhile, co-star Brad Garrett is developing a
comedy for HBO, while CBS is mulling a spinoff around
Garrett’s character, Robert. Everybody Loves Raymond
ends its nine-year run May 16. 

Makeup artist sues Snoop Dogg
An Emmy-winning makeup artist has sued Snoop

Dogg, Jimmy Kimmel Live and ABC for $25 million,
claiming she was drugged and raped by the rapper and
his associates. The complaint comes about two
months after Snoop, whose real name is Calvin Broa-
dus, brought a pre-emptive suit claiming he was a vic-
tim of an extortion plot by the woman, Kylie Bell. Bell’s
suit, filed in Los Angeles Superior Court and made pub-
lic on thesmokinggun.com, says she was sexually as-
saulted by Broadus, his security chief and three other
men on Jan. 31, 2003, in Broadus’ dressing room after
a Kimmel taping. An ABC spokesman said in a state-
ment that the charges against the company had no
merit. 

By Jim Cheng with staff and wire reports
E-mail lifeline@usatoday.com
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Kids who contribute value college more
Asked if students who help pay for college appreciate it
more, those surveyed said they:
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Mario’s record national radio audience continues to
erode slowly, but he remains unchallenged. A top 10
without Usher is unthinkable, but he’s able to replace
My Boo with Caught Up to maintain his presence.

Rank 
Last

week Artist Title
Audience
(millions)

1 1 Mario Let Me Love You 194.3
2 2 Ciara 1, 2 Step 155.1
3 3 Lil’ Jon & the East

Side Boyz
Lovers and
Friends

149.8

4 4 Destiny’s Child Soldier 140.5
5 6 Game with 50 Cent How We Do 102.0
6 7 50 Cent Disco Inferno 101.2
7 8 Green Day Boulevard of 99.5

Broken Dreams
8 5 Snoop Dogg 

with Pharrell
Drop It Like
It’s Hot

92.1

9 15 Usher Caught Up 68.7
10 9 T.I. Bring ’Em Out 68.6

Audience estimates compiled from electronically monitored radio airplay
and ratings data from Nielsen BDS and Arbitron with Billboard/Airplay Monitor.

Dial FM for Mario 
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By John Zich, USA TODAY

Gilding the Oscar, 3D
Artisans craft statuette in a 15-step process 

We all have them. Days that
make us realize we’re truly old. 

I’ve mentioned this irritating
phenomenon before, but it hit
me again last week when I

found myself in a classroom of
high school students. Birth
year: 1988.

That fact alone would have
been enough for me to request
a hall pass to the principal’s of-
fice. I could call my mother to
come get me and take me
home to ponder whatever hap-
pened to the past 40 years.

But looking at the constant
comings and goings of the
classroom, I realized hall passes
have pretty much gone the way
of slide rules. No one quite
knew who was coming, who
was going.

I was early for the journalism
class I’d been invited to teach,
so I sat in the back of the room,
waiting for the previous class to
end. I can’t say what I wit-
nessed was chaos, but it cer-
tainly was not the classroom I

remember from my high
school days. If classrooms can
have attention deficit disorder,
then this one certainly did. I
suspect it’s a scene played out
daily in American schools.

The girl next to me was eat-
ing a vending-machine snack
and drinking a Mountain Dew.

Two girls in the corner were
having a conversation that did
not seem to be part of the class
discussion. 

And there was a constant run
for the bathroom. (I have a 
theory: Bladders of high school
students have shrunk dramat-
ically since 1965. Maybe some-
one should do a study.)

All I could think of was Mrs.
Lake or Mr. Harry or Mrs. Byer-
ly looking up and seeing some-
one eating in his or her class-
room. The idea is so far-fetched
that I can’t even imagine what
the consequences would have
been. I do know my father

would have been summoned, a
“discussion” would have been
held, and it never would have
happened again.

Same for talking in class. I
know, because I was a talker. I
couldn’t help it. I had much
wisdom to impart in those
days. But the consequences
were even worse. A “discus-
sion,” followed by detention,
followed by no TV for a week.

As for those trips to the bath-
room, you pretty much had to
explode on the spot before you
were allowed out in the hall-
way during class. Nature’s calls
were taken care of in the three
minutes between classes.

When it finally was my time
to teach, I knew these kids had
pretty much figured out that
Methuselah had come back to
spend a few hours with them. I
was older than even their fa-
thers. I tried not to dwell on
that fact or that they most likely

considered me not only deaf
and dumb, but blind to boot.

What cheered me was that
they actually seemed interest-
ed in what I had to say, al-
though a couple of girls carried
on a conversation in the back of
the room until I glared at them
the way Mr. Large used to glare
at me. It still works.

They asked good questions,
the session was lively, and then
we had a break.

Being of the old school, I used
the time to go to the bathroom.
But when I went to wash my
hands, all the soap dispensers
were broken. And when I
looked up to glance in the mir-
ror, I saw that it had been re-
moved from the wall.

I took that as a blessing.

E-mail cwilson@usatoday.com
uChat with Craig Wilson on
Thursday, 1 p.m. ET/10 a.m. PT,
at talk.usatoday.com

Today’s classroom provides food for thought

By Keith Simmons, USA TODAY 

The final word
By Craig Wilson

SAN FRANCISCO — When she was 40, Gloria Steinem
decided to come clean. 

Somewhere along the line, the world’s most famous
feminist had subtracted a year or two from her age, so she
announced her birthday. Her real one.

When a reporter told her, “You don’t look 40,” Steinem
shot back: “This is what 40 looks like. We’ve been lying so
long, who would know?”

Her comment was quoted so often “it made me realize
that there really was an age problem for women,” she
says. “So I said it again at 50 and again at 60.

“And I said it again,” she recently told a San Francisco
audience, “when I was shocked to find that there was a 

By Todd Plitt, USA TODAY

Full life: Gloria Steinem has traveled the world, but home is a New York apartment she shares with her dog, Moji.

For Steinem, these
are the glory years 

Famed feminist, 70, calls
aging ‘greatest adventure’ 
By Janet Kornblum
USA TODAY

Please see COVER STORY next page u

uBorn: March 25, 1934; Toledo, Ohio
uCurrent home: Manhattan
uEducation: Graduated from Smith College,

1956; studied and traveled in India for a year on a fel-
lowship
uCareer highlights: Founded Ms. magazine,

1971;
editor until 1987; freelance writer, 1962 to present; 
author of four books 
uMarital status: Widow; husband of three years,

David Bale, died of primary brain lymphoma in De-
cember 2003
uTV and movie appearances: Lifetime’s Intimate

Portrait; walk-on in The First Wives Club; speaking
part in The Larry Sanders Show; will appear as herself
in Showtime’s The L Word in April
uYears of activism: 52, starting with Adlai Ste-

venson’s presidential campaign in 1952 
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70-year-old woman in my bed.” 
Yes, the founder of Ms. magazine

is now 70, and yes, this is what 70
looks like. 

That is, if you happen to be Stei-
nem, whose looks may be as fam-
ous as her politics. Her early fame
came in a 1963 exposé about her
experience working as a bunny at
New York’s Playboy Club. She went
on to write four feminist books and
countless articles and estabish the
1971 National Women’s Political
Caucus and the Ms. Foundation. 

These days, her soulful brown
eyes are surrounded by a few more
lines; no cosmetic surgery here.
But with her trademark straight
hair and penchant for faux-leather
pants (she has been a vegetarian
for 16 years), Steinem still has the
leggy looks of a rock star — and
enough edginess to bring a room
full of punk rockers to their feet.
She did that in November when
she introduced the feminist punk
band Le Tigre while on the road
stumping for Democratic presiden-
tial candidate John Kerry.

Doing what she loves

“Maybe it’s sexist to talk about
what she looks like, but, Jesus, she’s
a fox,” says the band’s lead singer,
Kathleen Hanna, 36. “I think part of
that comes from keeping things in-
teresting in your life and still having
this glow about you.”

Steinem calls aging “the greatest
adventure of our lives.”

“Think, ‘What do I do that when
I’m doing it I forget what time it is?
What is there that I don’t care
whether get I paid for or not? What
is it that I’m really motivated and
excited by?’ And do that.”

Like talking to students and ac-
tivists and traveling the world to
help with myriad causes, including
fighting for the rights of women,
gays, animals and indigenous peo-
ple. And continuing to write. 

Asked whether she has plans to re-
tire, she retorts: “What would I retire
from? Life?”

Yes, she’d like to take some time
off and stay in her Manhattan home
long enough to write a book about
her years on the road — about an
America that she says often re-
mains hidden. But she hasn’t been
home long enough to write it. 

“There’s just too much work to
be done,” she says. “Unfortunately,
I respond to emergencies more
than I make an agenda.” 

Says her friend Wilma Mankiller,
former chief of the Cherokee Na-
tion: “When she hears about a
problem, it becomes her own.
She’ll help individuals. She’ll help
organizations. She’ll help move-
ments. She’ll help nations. She just
feels engaged with the world
around her.”

That attitude prompted the San
Francisco-based Pacific Institute,
which focuses on aging, to invite
her to speak — and to republish an
essay Steinem wrote about turning
60, with a new introduction about
life at 70. It will be out in May.

“We preach that aging can be
meaningful, that aging can be wise
and doesn’t need to be only about
decay,” the institute’s Doris Bersing
says. “It can be about growth. And
that’s what she has shown.”

Steinem, she adds, “is a wonder-
ful icon to show you can be old and
still kick (butt).” 

Given U.S. demographics —

79 million baby boomers about to
embark on 60 — Steinem predicts
“a movement toward reinventing
the role of the elders.” 

But don’t expect her to lead it.
She’d rather keep leading the
movement she knows best: femi-
nism. But she always has included
aging in her talks, she says. 

That’s because “women lose
power as they age,” while men gain
it. Older women lose both repro-
ductive power and earning power.
“That’s a radicalizing experience.” 

But now, of course, she can talk
about the personal side of aging.

“You put on a pair of jeans and
realize they’re older than most
people in the United States,” she
says to laughter in San Francisco.
“And you remember things from
your childhood but not necessarily
from the day before. That’s when
you start to think that remember-
ing something right away is as good
as an orgasm.”

Steinem and her brand of “wom-
en’s lib” once were fodder for din-
ner table debates across America —
and prompted critics such as Rush
Limbaugh to call her a “feminazi.”

She may no longer land in the
headlines every time she says
something controversial. But if you
think she’s spending her golden
years reminiscing, think again.

Supporting herself with speech-

es and writing, Steinem is so busy
she requires two assistants just to
help her keep up with all the re-
quests for speaking and help. In the
fall, she crisscrossed the country in
an RV, campaigning for Kerry on
her own dime, and she energized
adoring crowds last year at the
March for Women’s Lives in Wash-
ington. That was just four months
after her husband of three years,

entrepreneur, environmentalist
and animal activist David Bale, 62,
died of primary brain lymphoma. 

His death made her “realize in a
profound way the difference be-
tween sadness and depression,”
she says. “In depression, nothing
matters.” In sadness and grief, “ev-
erything matters. Everything was
more poignant.”

‘Sounds like mortality’

She knows she won’t live forever. 
“Fifty was more about defiance

for me: ‘I’m just going to go on do-
ing everything I did before.’ And it
wasn’t until I was about 54 that I
realized that doing everything I did
before was not progress. Hello?
And 60 was exciting. Sixty was like
the new country. And 70 does
sound like mortality. And it does
make you think about dying.”

Still, “she has never talked about
growing older,” Mankiller says.
“She’s never talked about shifting
down because of age.”

Now might be the time to be
thinking of her legacy and how
people will view the feminist
movement of the late 20th century.

Her fans wax poetic, saying Stei-
nem helped improve the status of
women in society.

Her detractors — and there are
many — say the feminist move-
ment — much like the Equal Rights
Amendment — failed. 

In her 2002 book Slander: Liberal
Lies About the American Right, con-
servative author and pundit Ann
Coulter writes: “Steinem’s influ-
ence was limited to a narrow sliver
of liberal women living in big cities.
It just happened to be the sliver
that controls the news and pop 
culture.” 

Responds Steinem, “If Ann Coul-
ter said anything positive about
me, I’d know I was doing some-
thing very wrong.” 

Feminism is far from dead, she
adds: “By no measure have we ar-
rived. It will take more than 30
years for men to raise children as
much as women do, and at the rate
we’re going, even longer for wom-
en to earn as much.”

She’s not concerned about how
history will view her. 

“Legacy is out of my control by
definition,” she says. 

Instead, she focuses on helping
younger women “do what they
want to do. It’s like watching some-
one be born. Watching someone
blossom and discover their talents.
It’s really very satisfying.”

Despite gains, ‘by no measure have we arrived’
Continued from 1D
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The ’60s Gloria Steinem wrote an exposé for Esquire
magazine called I Was a Playboy Bunny.

USA TODAY

The ’80s Steinem, left, has marched for many causes, including 
the 1986 National March for Women’s Lives. 

AP

The ’70s 
Steinem, publisher
of Ms., holds a
mockup of the
magazine’s
January 1977 
cover in front of
the White House.
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