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CBS upholds premiere-week tradition
CBS is mostly sticking to Nielsen’s official premiere

week for the new fall TV season. In contrast to rivals
who are plotting early premieres or staggered rollouts
for their series, the network said Wednesday that ex-
cept for reality series Survivor: Cook Islands, due Sept.
14, and The Amazing Race (Sept. 17), all of its new and
returning shows will bow in their regular time slots
the week of Sept. 18, when the season officially begins.

Oscar winner Horner breaks ‘News’
Over at CBS’ news division, two-time Academy

Award-winning composer James Horner is trying his
hand at the small screen. Horner has composed theme
music for The CBS Evening News With Katie Couric,
which premieres Sept. 5. Horner won Oscars for his 
Titanic score and for the song My Heart Will Go On. 
He has written scores for more than 100 films and 
received seven other Oscar nominations for such films 
as Apollo 13, Braveheart and A Beautiful Mind. 

Clay Aiken sings a ‘Different’ tune
Clay Aiken sings his

versions of songs from
the ’70s, ’80s and ’90s
and four new songs in
his third album, A
Thousand Different
Ways, due Sept. 19.
“This is an album of
love songs,” the Ameri-
can Idol runner-up said.
“But they are about all
different kinds of love.”
Aiken helped select ev-
ery track along with
producer Clive Davis.
Among the covers are a
ballad version of Dolly
Parton’s hit Here You
Come Again, Harry Nils-
son’s Without You, Bry-
an Adams’ Everything I
Do (I Do It for You), Ce-
line Dion’s Because You

Loved Me and Foreigner’s I Want to Know What Love Is.

Billboard award adds to Elton’s legend
Elton John will receive the Legend of Live Award at

the Billboard Touring Awards Nov. 9 in New York. John
is the first performer to receive the award. The Touring
Awards also will bestow the Humanitarian Award to
Music Rising, the musical instrument replacement
fund co-founded by U2’s The Edge. Music Rising was
founded after hurricanes Katrina and Rita and targets
musicians who lost equipment in the storms. 

Freddy Fender diagnosed with cancer
Musician Freddy Fender has incurable cancer, which

was discovered after tumors were found on his lungs.
“I feel very comfortable in my life,” Fender said in
Wednesday’s Corpus Christi Caller-Times. “I’m one year
away from 70 and I’ve had a good run. I really believe
I’m OK. In my mind and in my heart, I feel OK. I cannot
complain that I haven’t lived long enough, but I’d like
to live longer.” Fender hit the charts with Before the
Next Teardrop Falls, Wasted Days and Wasted Nights
and You’ll Lose a Good Thing. He has won three Gram-
my Awards, the most recent one in 2002.

By Jim Cheng with staff and wire reports
E-mail lifeline@usatoday.com

By Miranda Penntruin, RCA Records

Aiken: A Thousand Different
Ways comes out Sept. 19.

A bottle of red or a bottle of white?
Food and wine writer Jerry Shriver 
offers tips at cheers.usatoday.com.
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Youth movement on the Web
Percentage of people who keep a personal blog, display
photos on the Web, or maintain their own website:

By Cindy Clark and Marcy E. Mullins, USA TODAY

Source:
“Surveying the
Digital
Future”, Cen-
ter for the Dig-
ital Future,
USC Annen-
berg School,
annual sur-
vey of 2,061
people, mar-
gin of error
±2.75 per-
centage
points.
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Former Destiny’s Child
member LeToya scores a No. 1
Billboard chart album with her
self-titled debut after selling
165,000 copies. Four albums
sold better than 100,000 last
week (as opposed to one the
previous week), according to
Nielsen SoundScan: Now 22,
No. 2 with 151,000; Pharrell’s
In My Mind, a No. 3 debut with
142,000; and Tom Petty’s High-
way Companion, entering at 
No. 4 with 112,000.

The rest of the top 10 are all longtime members of
the chart elite: Gnarls Barkley, High School Musical, 
Rihanna, Nelly Furtado, the Pussycat Dolls and Rascal
Flatts. Jurassic 5’s Feedback makes its debut at No. 15,
while country newcomer Jake Owen’s Startin’ with Me
bows at No. 31.

Gnarls Barkley’s Crazy is once again the top down-
load track, with 98,000. Downloads continue to out-
pace album sales for the year, 322.2 million to 307 mil-
lion, and are up 75% over last year.

By Ken Barnes

Her destiny: No. 1
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Bruce Willis just won’t die —
again.

The 51-year-old actor has
signed on to a fourth Die Hard
movie, 20th Century Fox said
Wednesday, returning him to
the wisecracking tough-guy
character that made him an ac-
tion star 18 years ago. 

The film, titled Live Free or
Die Hard, features his police of-
ficer (John McClane) trying to
stop a techno-terrorist from
shutting down the nation’s
computer systems on the
Fourth of July. The story takes
place around Washington, D.C.,
and will be directed by Un-

derworld: Evolution filmmaker
Len Wiseman.

Willis is the latest leading
man to revisit one of his iconic
action characters years later.
Sylvester Stallone is reprising
his boxer for a new sequel,
Rocky Balboa, and Harrison
Ford has been in negotiations
for years to make a fourth Indi-
ana Jones movie.

Die Hard has been a lucrative
franchise. The first three
movies took in $739 million
worldwide, and that’s not
counting DVD sales.

The new Die Hard will be re-
leased next June 29, just before
the July Fourth holiday. 

Wiseman says the character,
who is known for his expletive-

punctuated battle cry “Yippee-
Kai-Yay . . . !” will be “doing
what he does best: being a
huge pain” to the bad guys.

“Our villain is high-tech, but
the way McClane deals with
him is low-tech,” Wiseman
says. “A fistfight still solves a lot
of problems.”

Wiseman, who is known for
his icy style and special-effects
skills, faces a challenge in resur-
recting the franchise with a
new flair. In the years since the
first Die Hard in 1988, many ac-
tion films have imitated the
template of a lone hero who
takes out a team of villains by
himself.

“It became a pitching format
in Hollywood,” Wiseman says;
writers or producers routinely
would describe their story in
shorthand as Die Hard on a bus
or Die Hard on a submarine. “It
got to the point where, 10 years

later, Bruce was talking to some
writers and it came back to him
full circle. They said, ‘What
we’ve got is Die Hard in a build-
ing. A really tall building.’ He
said, ‘Umm . . . OK.’ ”

That’s because in the original
movie, McClane fought a group
of heavily armed thieves in a
Los Angeles skyscraper.

In the second movie, 1990’s
Die Hard 2: Die Harder, he bat-
tled terrorists at a snowed-in
airport. He fought a mad bom-
ber in 1995’s Die Hard with a
Vengeance, with Samuel L.
Jackson in the sidekick role as
an angry New York shopkeeper.

Wiseman says the fourth
outing “will be a more epic
movie. It’s on a much grander
scale. The threat is nationwide.”

He said no characters from
the earlier movies were return-
ing, and no other cast members
were being announced yet.

Willis bringing ‘Die Hard’ back to life
Cyberterror-centered sequel 
‘Live Free’ due next summer
By Anthony Breznican
USA TODAY

By Barry Wetcher, 20th Century Fox

He’ll be back: Bruce Willis 
will return as John McClane. 

By Anne Joyce, Miramax Films

Night Listener: Robin Williams is a radio storyteller who devel-
ops a phone relationship with a dying boy. The film arrives Friday.

SEATTLE — Hours after she returns home from work and her
kids are tucked in bed, Delilah pads down to her basement
home studio and punches one of the ubiquitously blinking but-
tons on the phone. It soothes her to take calls in the night.

It might be a woman wanting to dedicate a song to her hus-
band. Maybe a daughter wanting to extol the virtues of her

mother. Or a troubled teen, the scrape of pain raw
in his voice.

“A lot of people just need to feel like someone
gives a damn,” says Delilah, 46, who hosts a night-
ly five-hour radio talk and music show broadcast
by more than 200 radio stations across the USA

and heard by 7 million people. Every day, 100,000 to 150,000
people call and an additional 1,500 e-mail. 

Part DJ, part therapist, part minister — and a big dose of mom
— you could call Delilah, born Delilah Rene Luke, the real “night
listener.”

Based on the novel by Armistead Maupin, the film The Night
Listener, opening Friday, is the tale of late-night radio storyteller

By Kevin P. Casey for USA TODAY

Sleepless in Seattle: Delilah’s nightly five-hour music and talk show is gentle and supportive, a contrast to the bombast of much of talk radio.

A best friend on the airwaves
Talk show

host Delilah
is a lighter
version of
the ‘Night

Listener’

By Janet Kornblum
USA TODAY 
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LeToya: Top album
on Billboard chart.

Five days after sparking a Hollywood
scandal with an anti-Semitic rant during
a traffic stop, Mel Gibson was charged
Wednesday with driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol. 

The 50-year-old Passion of the Christ
filmmaker also was charged with having
an open container of alcohol in his car,
an infraction of the vehicle code.

The DUI charges could bring up to six
months in county jail for Gibson, mean-
ing he could miss the premiere of Apoc-
alypto, his next directorial project,
opening Dec. 8. His arraignment is
scheduled for Sept. 28.

At press time, Gibson’s publicist, Alan
Nierob, had not released a statement.

The Lethal Weapon
star was stopped early
Friday by an L.A. County
sheriff’s deputy for
speeding in his 2006
Lexus LS in Malibu, Calif.
The charges accuse him
of driving with a blood-
alcohol content above
California’s .08 limit.

Gibson later acknowl-
edged that he had been
drinking Thursday night.
Before his arrest, he was
photographed at Moon-
shadows, a bar/restau-
rant not far from where
he was stopped on the
Pacific Coast Highway.

Criminal defense law-
yer Shepard Kopp of Geragos & Geragos,
the L.A.-based firm that has represent-
ed Michael Jackson, Winona Ryder and
Scott Peterson in court, says it is unlikely
Gibson will do jail time or community

service as a result of the
misdemeanor charges.

If the actor enters a
plea of guilty or no con-
test, “the likely result is
three years’ unsuper-
vised probation, fines of
about $1,500 and an 
order to complete a 
36-hour DUI program,”
Kopp says.

“I don’t see him being
compelled to do com-
munity service in this
case, unless the D.A.
takes a harder line than
they usually do.”

Gibson also probably
will have his driving
privileges suspended or

restricted for up to four months by the
California Department of Motor Vehi-
cles, Kopp says. 

Gibson was taken into custody at the
Malibu/Lost Hills sheriff’s station, where

fellow actor Nick Nolte was booked for
driving under the influence in 2002.
Nolte was arrested when police saw his
car swerving into oncoming traffic along
the Pacific Coast Highway. After pleading
no contest, Nolte was sentenced to three
years’ probation and told to undergo
counseling and random drug testing.

In 2004, Lost actress Michelle Rodri-
guez was sentenced to three years’ pro-
bation after pleading no contest in Los
Angeles to three traffic violations, 
including DUI. 

A day after Gibson issued a second
apology for his remarks and asked Jew-
ish leaders for help in healing, he con-
tinued to receive offers. “We have in-
vited Mr. Gibson to come and learn
about the history of the Jewish people
as he begins this process of understand-
ing,” David Marwell, director of New
York’s Museum of Jewish Heritage, said
Wednesday. 

Contributing: Karen Thomas

Gibson charged with DUI, open container
Punishment could
mean jail time
By William Keck
USA TODAY

AP

Gibson: Jewish groups are
reaching out to him. 
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Gabriel Noone (Robin Williams),
who develops a relationship over
the phone with a dying 14-year-old
fan (Rory Culkin). Noone spends
most of the movie trying to find out
whether the boy is real.

“It seemed appropriate that a
man who was seducing people
with his own voice would in turn
be seduced by one of his listeners,”
Maupin says. “There’s something
about our inability to see the per-
son on the line that allows for a
greater intimacy.”

Delilah experiences that intima-
cy daily. “People think I’m their big
sister, and they trust me sharing
things,” she says.

Though the movie is dark and
suspenseful, Delilah is a lot like its
hostess — lively, colorful, inspira-
tional, easy with a laugh, some-
times schmaltzy, sometimes soul-
ful and serious.

In this day of confrontational talk
radio, Delilah “wants to be a friend
to people, whether they’re in her
personal life or listeners of her
show,” says Delilah producer Jane
Bulman.

You might hear a mother calling
in about her daughter going to Iraq,
but you won’t hear anyone talking
about what they think of the war.
You might hear Delilah promising
to pray for her listeners, but you
won’t hear her debating abortion
or gay marriage. You might hear
her talking about her two divorces
and her multiracial family of seven
kids, biological and adopted, ages 6
through 21. But you won’t hear her
talking about the politics of race.

Most calls last a few minutes and
are taped to become part of Deli-
lah’s nightly show of stories and
love songs. (She loves what she
does “so stinking much” that she
takes calls from both her office and
her home, a 46-acre bucolic farm
filled with trees, paths and a
stream.) But some calls — the really
difficult ones — can take hours. And
they may never make it on air, even
if the material would make great
radio. “If there’s any chance of

someone getting hurt as a result of
(a call), I won’t air it,” she says.

Delilah began her career in
Reedsport, Ore., when the owners
of the only radio station in town
were asked to judge her junior high
speech contest. She won four of
five divisions — and got a job offer
to deliver school news and sports.
From there, she bounced from sta-
tion to station throughout the
country as a DJ and call-in host, get-
ting fired 11 times along the way.

She began her current show, to-
day syndicated through Premiere
Radio Networks, nine years ago,
and draws a third of talk radio lead-
er Rush Limbaugh’s 20 million lis-
teners. Howard Stern, by compari-
son, is available to 4.7 million
satellite subscribers on Sirius.

But Delilah’s show is notably dif-
ferent from most talk shows, which
usually focus on politics and draw
listeners who share the same
views. She’s more like a Dear Abby
of the air. “She’s someone you
could tell something intimate to
and she would treat it respectfully,”
says Inside Radio editor Tom Taylor.
“We all want someone we can talk
to and Delilah is that person.”

Statuesque at 5-foot-10, Delilah
once modeled. But these days,
you’re more likely to see her in
jeans and T-shirts, hauling her kids
around town in her mom-messy
Cadillac Escalade SUV. 

Delilah, who describes herself as
a born-again Christian, has both
conservative and liberal beliefs:
Her close circle of friends includes
everyone from wealthy Republican

businessmen to single mothers to
people who are openly gay. In per-
son, she talks about the same
things she does on-air — except in
much franker terms and often with
off-color detail: ex-husbands, her
kids and her girlfriends, many of
whom started as listeners.

“What you see is what you get,”
Taylor says.

Delilah doesn’t have a psycholo-
gy degree and doesn’t claim to be
an on-air shrink. Instead, she doles
out plenty of homespun advice.

“It’s like somebody sitting down
at your kitchen table and you’re
just drinking a cup of coffee and let-
ting it go,” says listener Lelia Grone-
man of Vega, Texas. “You can just sit
down and cry it out, talk it out,
laugh or get mad.” 

Groneman, 41, called into the
show recently to talk about her 15-
year-old son, who died of acciden-
tal carbon monoxide poisoning. She
wanted to share the information.
And she felt as if she were sharing
her heart.

Delilah’s friend Ruth Graham,
daughter of evangelist Billy Graham,
says she understands why people
try to connect across the wires.

“I love her show and I love what
she does,” says Graham, who was
introduced to Delilah seven years
ago because of a mutual interest in
adoption. “But it’s sad to me that it
is so popular — that people need to
reach out to someone they don’t
even know to talk or get advice. It’s
very telling of our society.”

On a recent summer evening,
Delilah, clad in a black suit and
shimmering turquoise top, sits in
her office, her size 11 feet bare ex-
cept for a gold toe ring on her right
foot, a yellow rose tattoo on her left
ankle and a French pedicure.

“We’re not here to get you riled
up, to hear you argue, to pontificate
about anything,” she croons in that
warm mocha voice she calls a gift
from God. “We’re here to talk
about issues of your heart: who
you love, why you love them,
what’s going on in your world, how
your summer’s going, who you’re
praying for, who you’re missing and
who holds the keys to your heart.”

While she talks, she reads both
personal and work e-mail and takes
notes on a legal pad, popping black
licorice into her mouth.

Calls this night include a woman

about to enter the Army, the third
generation in her family to do so.
She wants to dedicate a song to her
boyfriend. Delilah plays Michael
McDonald singing Ain’t No Moun-
tain High Enough. There’s a man
who met the love of his life in the
military, then lost touch, only to run
into her seven years later in Iraq.
Delilah plays Cher and Peter Cetera
singing After All. A 9-year-old girl
calls just to tell Delilah how much
she likes her. They talk about sum-
mer plans and Delilah plays Sum-
mer Breeze by Seals & Crofts.

There is a call from the woman
moving away from her alcoholic
mother to raise her son and marry
her fiancé. “So are you leaving to go
to something better or are you
leaving to run away?” Delilah
prods. When she is assured that it’s
for something better, Delilah tells
her she’ll play a song and makes the
woman promise to start going to
Al-Anon, a recovery group for
friends and family of alcoholics. She
plays Rod Stewart’s version of Have
I Told You Lately That I Love You. 

LaDonna Shelly of Albuquerque,
41, calls in to dedicate a song to her
husband of 17 years.

She lets Delilah know that she
and her husband are disabled. Deli-
lah wants to know how they met.

“So you’re going to college,
you’re planning your future and
you wheel smack-dab into some-
body who took your breath away.”
Delilah smiles into the microphone.

“Pretty much,” Shelly replies in a
weak voice. “At first,” she says, “he
scared me. But after a while . . . ” 

“Wait, wait back up,” Delilah in-
terrupts. “Why did you say he
scared you?” 

“Because of the situation I was in
before. My boyfriend had shot me,
and that’s why I’m in a chair.”

Delilah pulls her head back
slightly from the oversized micro-
phone and her blue eyes widen. A
beat later, Delilah congratulates
Shelly for trusting again — and asks
how life is for her today. 

“Life is beautiful,” Shelly says.
“We’ve (raised) four children. It’s
an adventure every day.” Delilah
plays Reach by Gloria Estefan.

Shelly says later in a telephone
interview that she loves listening to
Delilah because “she’s an inspira-
tion. She says the nicest things. And
she cares.”

Some former listeners have be-
come good friends.

Frank Niro, onetime executive di-
rector of the United States Chess
Federation, met Delilah when she
worked in Boston. Today he’s living
in her backhouse at her farm while
he writes his memoirs.

“She’s very generous and helpful
to those who are willing to help
themselves, no matter what road
they’ve taken in the past,” Niro
says. “She’ll help people out if
they’re willing to straighten their
life out.”

But both Delilah and her friends
say she’s a lot more careful today
than she once was.

“I was so co-dependent. I was
constantly trying to rescue my lis-
teners,” Delilah says. “We’d go visit
people in recovery programs — you
know, just allowing myself to get
sucked dry.”

There was the time she befriend-
ed a prostitute. Delilah took the
woman into her own home, only to
have her turn back to the streets.
“Hopefully I’ve matured beyond
that, and I have support systems in
place that can help people.”

But she has been duped: The 
16-year-old girl who called claim-
ing she was being sexually abused
turned out to be 23.

Delilah knows she’s gullible. So
she trusts her producer to keep her
in check. “I view one of my greatest
jobs as protecting her and protect-
ing her show,” Bulman says. But
that relationship works both ways. 

Delilah “brought out something
in me that I didn’t really want to
show to people — the schmaltzy
side,” Bulman says. “I feel like the
world is so jaded. I don’t know, it
feels good sometimes to just go,
‘Oh, isn’t that sweet?’ Everybody
wants a happy ending.”

Cover story

Delilah remains open but is no longer ‘co-dependent’
Continued from 1D

Photos by Kevin P. Casey for USA TODAY

They talk, she listens: Delilah says she loves her job “so stinking much,” and listeners seem to understand that and trust her.

“We’re here to talk about issues of your
heart: who you love, why you love them,
who you’re praying for, who you’re
missing and who holds the keys 
to your heart.” — Delilah

Bowling Green State University is
in Ohio. The location was incorrect
in a story Wednesday about cam-
pus cybersecurity. 

Corrections
& Clarifications
USA TODAY is committed to accuracy. To reach us,
contact Reader Editor Brent Jones at 1-800-872-
7073 or e-mail accuracy@usatoday.com.


